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EDUCATION 
 
Ph.D., Communication, University of Oklahoma (OU), 2004-present 
M.A., Speech Communication, University of Houston (UH), 2005 
B.A., Humanities with Minor in Speech Communication, University of Houston-Downtown (UHD), 1999 
 

 
PUBLICATIONS, PAPERS, AND REPORTS 
 
A. PUBLICATIONS 
 
Query, J. L., Bonaguro, E. W., & Sir iko, T., Maslowski, B., & Yamasaki, J. (2006).  [Review of the book 

Handbook of health communication].  In S. C. Ratzan (Ed.), Journal of Health Communication: 
International Perspectives, 11(1), 109-129. 

 
 
B. MANUSCRIPTS IN PREPARATION 
 
Cunningham, C., Falsarella, V., Gilchrist, E., Sims, J. D., & Sir iko, T. Sick and tired: Employee 

expectations of job satisfaction, organizational climate, and coping behaviors in assisted living centers. 
 
Sir iko, T., Query, J. L., Wright, K., & Yamasaki, J. Exploring communication competence, social support, and 

perceived coping in lay caregivers for patients with Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
Sir iko, T. Business and benevolence: An ethnography of a funeral home. 

 
C. CONFERENCE PAPERS, PRESENTATIONS, AND PANELS 
 
Sir iko, T. (2006). Exploring intrahospital patient safety through actor-network theory and GIS. Poster accepted for 

presentation at the American Public Health Association (APHA) Annual Conference, Boston. 
 
Sir iko, T. (2006).  Business and benevolence: An ethnography of a funeral home. Accepted for presentation at the 

National Communication Association (NCA) Annual Conference, San Antonio. 
 
Rowan, K. E., Fishman, D., Toles-Patkin, T., Kinsella, W., Botan, C., Troester, R., Coombs, W., Cho, H., Venette, 

S., Fediuk, T., Penya, L., Veil, S., Bode, T., Sir iko, T. (2006). Emergency kits for everyone: NCA 
members report findings on local emergency preparedness. Pre-conference session focusing on risk and 
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crisis communication and emergency management campaign effectiveness for the NCA Annual 
Conference, San Antonio. 

 
O’Hair, H. D., & Sir iko, T. (2006). Assessing risk communication among community stakeholders: Implications for 

education and training initiatives. Presented at the International Communication Association (ICA) Annual 
Conference, Dresden. 

 
*Cunningham, C., Falsarella, V., Gilchrist, E., Sims, J. D., & Sir iko, T. (2006). Sick and tired: Employee 

expectations of job satisfaction, organizational climate, and coping behaviors in assisted living centers. 
Presented at the Central States Communication Association (CSCA) Annual Conference, Indianapolis. 
*Top student paper. 

 
Sir iko, T., (2006). Shaping the future of elderly care. Presented at the CSCA Annual Conference, Indianapolis.  
 
Sir iko, T. (2006). Mentors and mentees in health communication. Panel discussion regarding multiple dimensions 

of the mentor-mentee relationship. Sponsored by the Health Communication Division at the CSCA Annual 
Conference, Indianapolis. 

 
Sir iko, T. (2006). Business and benevolence: An ethnography of a funeral home. Presented at the Sooner 

Communication Conference (SCC), Norman. 
 
Sir iko, T., Query, J. L., Wright, K., & Yamasaki, J. (2005). Exploring communication competence, social support, 

and perceived coping in lay caregivers for patients with Alzheimer’s disease. Presented at the NCA Annual 
Conference, Boston.  

 
Scholl, J., Thompson, S., Gilchrist, E., Ragan, S., Sir iko, T., & Mindt, T. (2005). Humor and physical therapy: 

building relationships in a physical therapy unit. Poster presented at the International Conference on 
Communication in Healthcare, Chicago. 

 
Query, J. L., Jibaja-Weiss, M. L., Volk, R. J., Sir iko, T., & Yamasaki, J. (2005). Towards developing a mediated 

support tool for ethnically diverse caregivers. Presented at the 13th Annual Alzheimer’s Association 
Dementia Care Conference, Chicago. 

 
Gilchrist, E., & Sir iko, T. (2004). Utilizing interactive health communication to cope with breast cancer: A 

preliminary examination of social support websites. Presented at the NCA Annual Conference, Chicago. 
 
Shelley, D., & Sir iko, T. (1999). Willingness to communicate pain. Presented at the NCA Annual Conference, 

Chicago. 
 
 
D. PROFESSIONAL RESEARCH EXPERIENCE IN PROGRESS 
 
Research Assistant, Primary Investigators Michael D. Mumford, Ph.D., Shane Connelly, Ph.D., & H. Dan O’Hair, 

Ph.D., 2005-present 
Assisting investigation of Internet messages. Responsibilities include data analyses.  

 
O’Hair, H. D., Lane, L. T., Potts, K. A., Sir iko, T., & Cunningham, C., 2006-present 

Assisting risk communication investigation on community emergency management. Responsibilities 
include data collections and analyses. 

 
Research Assistant, 2005-present. Assisting multiple-phase investigation of weak tie/strong tie support in real-time 

and on-line networks. Responsibilities include aiding with data collection. 
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SERVICE TO THE DEPARTMENT, UNIVERSITY, AND THE DISCIPLINE 
 
A. DEPARTMENT 
 
Treasurer/Secretary, Communication Graduate Student Association (CGSA), 2005-present 
  Oversee the yearly budget development, financial reporting, and distribution of meeting minutes. 
 
Travel Budget Committee Chair, CGSA, 2005 

Lead a five-person committee to establish and execute travel reimbursement policies for graduate students 
in the OU Department of Communication, Norman. 

 
Paper Reviewer, SCC, 2005-present 
  Conference theme: Intercultural Communication and Language and Social Interaction. 

Annual meeting held at OU, Norman.  
 
Volunteer, Josh Lee Memorial Public Speaking Competition, 2005 
 Public speaking competition for undergraduate students hosted by the OU Department of Communication, 

Norman. 
 
Panel Chair, SCC, 2005 

Co-sponsored by the OU CGSA. Panel title: “Meet the Editors.” Conference theme: Making Connections: 
The 2005 Sooner Communication Conference on Interpersonal Communication and Influence. Annual 
meeting held at OU, Norman. 

 
Co-President, Graduate Communication Organization, UH, 2003-2004 

  
 
B. UNIVERSITY 
 
Panel Committee Member, Panel of Intercultural Relationships, 2006 

A Discussion on International Student Issues. Sponsored by the OU CGSA, Norman. 
 
Instructor, OU Graduate Teaching Assistant Training, 2005 
 
Panel Committee Member, Panel on Health Disparities, 2005 

Beginning a Health Disparities Dialogue: Working Toward Equality in Health Care in Our Community. 
Sponsored by the OU CGSA, Norman. 

 
 
C. SERVICE TO THE DISCIPLINE 
 
Editorial Assistant, Communication Studies, Editor James L. Query, Jr., Ph.D., 2002-2006 

Facilitate communication between editorial board members, prospective authors, the editor, and editorial 
assistants. Guided pending journal manuscripts through editorial review process. 

 
Committee Member, CSCA Outstanding New Teacher Award, 2005 
 Evaluated award nominations among five-person committee headed by Kevin B. Wright, Ph.D. for annual 

teaching excellence endowment. 
 
Pre-Conference Assistant, CSCA, 2004 

Primary sponsor: Taylor and Francis; secondary sponsors: UH and West Virginia University; facilitators: 
Jim L. Query, Jr., Ph.D., UH and Maria Brann, Ph.D., West Virginia University; and presenter: Sabra 
Woolley, Ph.D., National Cancer Institute of NIH. Program title: “How to Write a Successful NIH Grant.” 
Pre-conference seminar conducted at the CSCA Annual Conference, Cleveland. 
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Panel Chair, CSCA, 2004 
Sponsored by the CSCA Health Communication Program. Panel title: “Towards Shaping Current and 
Prospective Health Care Consumers: The Promise of Health Communication Case Studies: II.” Panel 
conducted at the CSCA Annual Conference, Cleveland. 

 
 
 
Co-Supervisor, Communication Studies, Editor James L. Query, Jr., Ph.D., 2003-2004 

Supervised editorial and research assistant team on various correspondences between editorial board 
members, prospective authors, the editor, and editorial assistants, provided training for newcomer 
assistants, prepare galley proofs for printing, and coordinated article submissions to publisher. 

 
 
AFFILIATIONS 
 
American Public Health Association, Member, 2005-present 
Central States Communication Association, Member, 2004-present 
International Communication Association, Member, 2006-present 
National Communication Association, Member, 1999-present 
 
 
ACADEMIC EXPERIENCE 
 
A. PRIMARY INSTRUCTOR TEACHING 
 
Graduate Teaching Assistant (1 section), OU, Fall 2006-present) 
 COMM 2113 – Business and Professional Communication (Lower division, undergraduate) 
 
Graduate Teaching Assistant (3 sections), OU, Fall 2005 – Summer 2006 

COMM 2613 – Public Speaking (Lower division, undergraduate)  
 
Graduate Teaching Assistant (3 sections), OU, Fall 2004 - Summer 2005 

COMM 1113 – Principles of Communication (Lower division, undergraduate) 
 
Adjunct Professor (1 section), UH-D, Fall 2003 

COMM 1304: Introduction to Communication (Lower division, undergraduate) 
 
Teaching Assistant (3 lab sections), UH, Spring 2002-Spring 2004 

COMM 1332: Fundamentals of Public Speaking (Lower division, undergraduate) 
 
 
B. TEACHING ASSISTANT 
 
Grader and assistant (1 section), UH, January 2002 - May 2004 
 COMM 1302: Communication Theory (Lower division, undergraduate) 
 
Supplemental Instructor (1 section), UH-D, Fall 1998 

COMM 1304: Introduction to Communication (Lower division, undergraduate) 
 

 
C. ADDITIONAL TEACHING EXPERIENCE 

 
Guest lecturer for COMM 4397: Health Communication (Upper division, undergraduate), UH, March 2004 
Guest lecturer for COMM 6302: Communication Theory (Graduate), UH, September 2003 
Co-facilitator for academic on-line session with communication scholar, UH, September 2003 
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Guest lecturer for COMM 4310: Communication in Organizations (Upper division, undergraduate), UH-D, October 
2002 

 
 
Copies of syllabi, teaching evaluations, and annual reviews available upon request. 
 
 
D. AWARDS AND HONORS 
 
ICA Outstanding Teaching Award, OU, 2006 
 
Top Student Paper Award, CSCA, 2006 
 
Outstanding Asian-American Graduate Student Award, OU, 2005-2006 
 
Graduate student non-resident tuition waiver, OU, 2004-2007 
 
Graduate teaching assistantship, OU, 2004-2007 
 
$793.90 Conference and Research Travel Award, 2006 

Bestowed by the CGSA and the OU Department of Communication, Norman 
 
$388.88 Conference and Research Travel Award, 2006 

Bestowed by the CGSA and the OU Department of Communication, Norman 
 
$352.92 Conference and Research Travel Award, 2005 

Bestowed by the CGSA and the OU Department of Communication, Norman 
 
$202.50 Conference and Creative Exhibition Grant Award, 2005 
 Bestowed by the OU Graduate Student Senate, Norman 
 
$500.00 Implementing the 2006 National Patient Safety Goals Travel Grant, 2005 
 Bestowed by the OU Department of Communication, Norman  
 
$500.00 Travel Grant for Students of Color/Underrepresented Groups, 2004 
 Bestowed by the NCA 
 
$319.00 Conference and Research Travel Award, 2004 

Bestowed by the CGSA and the OU Department of Communication, Norman 
 

$232.00 Conference and Creative Exhibition Grant Award, 2004 
Bestowed by the OU Graduate Student Senate, Norman 

 
University Honors, UH-D, 1999 

Bestowed by the College of Humanities and Social Sciences 
 
Dean’s List, UH-D, 1997-1999 

Bestowed by the College of Humanities and Social Sciences 
 
Who’s Who Among Students in American Universities and Colleges Award, 1998-1999 

Nominated by Susan J. Baker, Ph.D., Associate Professor at UH-D 
 
Outstanding Speech Student Award, 1998-1999 

Bestowed by UH-D Department of Arts and Humanities 
 
Outstanding Leadership as President Award, TOASTMASTERS of UH-D, 1998-1999 
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Bestowed by the UH-D Student Activities Department 
 
Outstanding Leadership as Vice-President Award, TOASTMASTERS of UH-D, 1998 

Bestowed by the UH-D Student Activities Department 
 
 
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
 
Electronic Data Interchange (EDI) Specialist, Southwest Bank of Texas, Houston, TX, June 2000-October 2002 

Developed custom translation tables with Vector: Connexion EDI software and provided technical and 
product support for internal and external clients 

 
EDI Associate, ChanneLinx (formerly Maingate Corporation), Houston, TX, August 1999-March 2000 

Presented proprietary EDI solution to potential clients and suppliers, assisted new accounts with 
implementation procedures, and served as liaison between software engineers and end users. 

 
 
REFERENCES 
 
H. Dan O’Hair, Ph.D. 
Professor 
Department of Communication 
University of Oklahoma 
610 Elm Avenue 
Burton Hall, Rm. 208C 
Norman, Oklahoma 73019-2081 
Phone: (405) 325-1619 
Fax:  (405) 325-7625 
E-mail: hdohair@ou.edu 
 
 
Michael W. Pfau, Ph.D. 
Professor 
Department of Communication 
University of Oklahoma 
610 Elm Avenue 
Burton Hall, Rm. 102C 
Norman, Oklahoma 73019-2081 
Phone: (405) 325-9503 
Fax:  (405) 325-7625 
E-mail: mwpfau@ou.edu 
 
 
Shane Connelly, Ph.D. 
Assistant Professor 
Department of Psychology 
University of Oklahoma 
455 W. Lindsey Street 
Dale Hall Tower, Room 730 
University of Oklahoma 
Norman, OK 73019-2007  
Phone: (405) 325-4580 
Fax:  (405) 325-4737 
E-mail: sconnelly@ou.edu 
 


